EVERYDAY COUNTS, EVERYBODY COUNTS, EVERYONE LEARNS!
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COLUMBUS PUBLIC SCHOOLS


Literature Based Alternative School at Hubbard
104 West Hubbard Avenue
Columbus, Ohio  43215
Phone (614) 365-5572
Fax (614) 365-5573
August 14, 2006

Dear Parents:

Welcome back to another wonderful school year! We are proud to be working in partnership with you to continue the strong academic achievement of your child in our nurturing atmosphere.  I want to start off by sharing our successes, and our state and federal designations with you. 
As you already know, or will know soon if this is your first year with us, your child comes first.  Our staff does a wonderful job of reaching each child right where he or she is and helping them blossom.  Sixty-five percent of all our students, grades kindergarten through fifth grade, were reading at or above grade level at the end of the year according to our Reading assessment, the DOMINIE.  Every child that is not reading at grade level has been assigned a trained tutor for 30 minutes of additional tutoring four days a week for next year.  Last year we had 36 students that were reading below grade level.  Sixty-four percent of these students had made at least one year’s worth of growth in only 3 nine weeks, instead of 4! This means that our dynamic teachers are helping not only our above grade level students excel, but helping our students that are below to catch up to where they should be!

Every public school is labeled by the state and federal government according to specific indicators. The State of Ohio averages Achievement test scores in third, fourth, and fifth grade reading and third grade math to give each school a Performance Index score.  These scores are then used to give school specific labels.  Our Index score improved from 71.4 to 75.1 the last two years.  If we had made our Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), as determined by the Federal Government, we would be labeled “Continuous Improvement.”  We unfortunately just missed AYP by 1/2 point and we are labeled “Academic Watch”.  We needed 53.7% combined Reading Scores to make our AYP.  We received 53.2% officially.  I say officially, because one of our students that passed the test came to us in January and his scores did not count for our school.  If his score had counted, we would have received 54.2% and made our AYP.  Due to not meeting our AYP this year, our school falls into the federal label of “School Improvement.”  

Since we are in School Improvement for the first time this school year, all families of our students will be receiving a letter that says you have the option to go to another school that is not in school improvement.  When you receive this letter, I want you to read it being informed about the test scores and our progress as noted in the above paragraph.  The rating of schools and school districts is not a simple process.  It is very complicated and can be confusing.  While we must work within these guidelines, I want you to know that above all else comes Your Child!  That is why we are in business, and we will always make our decisions at The Literature Based Alternative School at Hubbard with your child in mind.  

That being said, we wanted to share some important information with you before the start of school on Wednesday, August 30 at 9:30 a.m.

1. ENROLLMENT:  If you are new to our school and haven’t done so already, please come and enroll your child.  Please bring with you the following:  birth certificate, immunization record, proof of guardianship or custody records (if applicable), and address verification (utility bill, lease, employment check with parent’s name & address).  While at the school you will be asked to fill out a school enrollment form, an emergency contact card, a white medical authorization card, and a lunch application (if necessary).
2. START & END TIMES:  Our start time was changed by the district this year.  We will begin school at 9:30 a.m. and end at 3:45 p.m.  We will offer structured activities for students of working parents beginning at 8:30 a.m. on the first day.  Please call the office to sign up.  Our Hubbard A3 Heroes after school program will begin in October.  More information will be sent home in September
3. UNIFORMS & DRESS CODE:  We are a uniform school.  Our colors are navy blue or black bottoms and light blue or white tops.  Students are expected to be in uniform Monday through Thursday.  They can wear appropriate clothing of their choice on Fridays.  Students not in uniform will be required to change into one once they arrive at school.  If an appropriate uniform is not available at school, we will call home for a change of clothes.  Students refusing to be in uniform will receive appropriate discipline.  Please adhere to the district’s dress code policy: no flip-flops, no writing on seat area, pants of the appropriate size (No sagging!)
4. BREAKFAST AND LUNCH:  The daily breakfast and hot lunch program will begin on the first day of school.  Breakfast starts at 9:00 a.m. in the cafeteria.  IT IS FREE FOR ALL STUDENTS.  By 9:30 all students will be in the classroom and the teacher will begin the day’s instruction.  A free/reduced lunch application has already been sent to you by U.S. mail with a stamped return envelope.  Please complete and mail back. Even if your child received free/reduced lunch last year, you will still need to submit a new application.  It is now a family application.  You only need to fill out one application with all children listed.  Lunch Prices:  $1.75 full price, $0.40 reduced price, extra milk $0.40. 

5. TRANSPORTATION:  You should have already received a mailer from transportation listing your child’s bus stop and time.  Please notify the school immediately if this information is not correct.  It is very important that we know where to send your child when school is dismissed on the first day.  The bus stop is determined from the address that the district has in the computer for your family.  If you moved over the summer please call the school at 365-5572 and update your records. 

6. YOUR SCHOOL:  You are always welcome at Hubbard.  When coming to the school after 9:30, please come through the front doors and up the stairs to the office.  Please sign in and receive a visitor sticker before you go to classes.  

We will be having a parent orientation the first day of school, August 30 from 10:30 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. in the library.  Coffee and donuts will be served.  This will be a time for us to meet, get information about the school, network with other parents, and ask questions.  We look forward to seeing you then.
Sincerely,

Tamar Campbell-Sauer, principal
The Columbus City School District does not discriminate because of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, or handicap with regard to admission, access, treatment, or employment.  This policy is applicable in all district programs and activities.

