What is ESL and how can it help my child?
English as a Second Language (ESL) is a program designed to assist students whose first or primary language is not English.

Students develop English language skills through immersion in all content areas.  All instruction at the Welcome Centers is in English, with support in the first language.  A focus is placed on progress in all four skill areas: reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 
What does the research say about ESL?

Researchers in the area of Second Language Acquisition have found that students acquire the social language skills they need in six months to two years.  However, the academic language needed to be successful in the classroom and on standardized tests can take between 5-7 years or longer to acquire.

Students left to “sink or swim” without

the support of an ESL program frequently become frustrated in school and have a high drop-out rate.  The Welcome Centers provide a foundation for academic progress.
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Program Locations

Welcome Center
at McGuffey

2632 McGuffey Rd
Columbus, OH  43211
614-365-8472
Southeast Welcome Center
Southeast Career Center

3500 Alum Creek Drive

Columbus, OH  43207

614-365-5442

Mifflin Welcome Center
Mifflin International Middle School

2546 Sunbury Road

Columbus, OH  43219

614-365-8380
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What is the Welcome Center?  

The Welcome Center is a transitional program designed to meet the needs of students from any country who have recently arrived in the United States and have little or no literacy skills in English or in their native language.

Who can go to the Welcome Center?

· Students who have lived in the US for less than one year

· Students arriving from a refugee camp or country torn apart by war or natural disaster.

· Students with little or no formal education

· Students with little or no literacy in their native language or English

How long do students stay at the Welcome Centers?

Students may attend the Welcome Center for up to two years before being placed at a traditional middle or high school with an ESL program.

Countries represented at the

Welcome Centers

China

Congo
Egypt
El Salvador

Eritrea

Etiopía
Guatemala
Guinea
Honduras
Iran

Liberia
Mauritania

Mexico
Palestine
Senegal

Sierra Leone

Somalia

Syria

Sudan

Turkey

Vietnam

How is the Welcome Center designed?

Students at the Welcome Center receive ESL support in all content areas (English, math, science, and social studies).  The level of instruction is adjusted to meet the needs of the students enrolled.  Instructional assistants, who are fluent in another language, assist teachers and work one-on-one and with small groups of students. In addition to academic support, an emphasis is placed on the development of social skills and familiarity with school routines.

The Welcome Center staff speaks many different languages, which facilitates communication with parents and community members.  In addition to English, which all staff members speak, other languages spoken include Amharic, Arabic, Chinese, French, Mai Mai, Russian, Somali, Spanish, Swahili, and Tigrinya.

How many students are enrolled at each Welcome Center?

Enrollment at the Welcome Centers varies depending on immigration trends.  During the 2005-2006 school year, the numbers have topped 600 at the three centers.






� EMBED CorelDRAW.Graphic.12  ���











_1208770843.unknown

